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Krittachai: 

We are from Starlight Tower group. My feeling about this class, I think this class is genuinely useful and 

practical in the ways that this class let us illustrate, think and consider about the problem that can happen when 

we were making the real model, In addition I think It’s really good way to show that our building is actually 

work or not by put our model to the test and see how good of our tower are and what are our weakest point 

that we need to improve it to be more professional not only the trial and errors but also provided us the 

mathematical calculation. 

The things I learn and difficulties in this semester are how we analysis the structure. Thus, this class give 

us much more about structural analysis and design skills the difficulties is that we need to solve the unaware 

problem. Because during these two months of this class there are a lots of problem that occurs in sudden and 

hard to solve. However, because of teamwork till the end we can solve those problem and get through it 

together.  

About this class I feel that It’s a perfect class but just need to add more about the calculation for a little 

more. Thank you for all Professors and TAs for always supporting us. 

 

 

 

 



Joel: 

 Physical model design is my favorite class in this semester, we learn about team work and lots of different 

skill that we never learn in high school, it’s the first time for me to hand drill an aluminum plate and put my 

own building onto the shaking table. The most challenging thing that I encountered in this class is to make 

unusual / different and new idea for our tower, the design of our tower is one of the key feature in this tower, 

even though the material that we use is an aluminum plate, we manage to make a “curved” tower, did we 

really curve the plate? No we did not, instead, we made our tower looked like it curves but it is only an illusion, 

and with which made us won the first place for design category. 

 I encourage our school to make this kind of course every semester in our University years in NTU. This 

class really enhance the depth of knowledge and creativity in civil engineering department, I am looking 

forward for the future assignment and project in our remaining years. 

 

  

   

 

Jarelle: 

 Before I begin I would like to apologize to the people who cannot read English. I obviously cannot type 

well in Chinese so to convey my idea and my thoughts clearly it is best for me to use English. Hopefully, if 

this essay of mine is famous enough, someone can translate it into Chinese for the public to read.  

 

 

 

 

 



The Physical Modeling Design Lab (PMDL) could be described as a very unique class. It offers some 

hands-on experience for bachelors like me. In that class, we were given some very limited scraps of metal and 

build a tower with it. The professor and the other people who are watching would then try to literally destroy 

it by putting it on a shaking table to simulate an earthquake and filming it in the process. As a typical student, 

I genuinely enjoyed this class when we have nothing to do. But when it came to assignment the going gets 

really tough. The professors, the lab technicians and finally the TAs were very approachable and helpful. They 

genuinely try to give you some good tips, some good recommendations on what to do, and what not to do 

when or while doing the project. A common thing they say is no open slippers and no eating in the lab.   

The idea for making a cool video was just a gimmick at that time. The video was the first debuted in the 

first design review. Many weeks passed and the TA told me that it was a cool video and she was surprised that 

we made it, as it was not required. Intrigued by this news from the TA, I told my team that we should put it in 

the final presentation day to have wow effect from the audience. I, however, wasn't there because I had another 

class.  

Lastly, I would like to thank my team for helping me get thru this monumental task. On some days, we 

would stay up all night just discussed what to do with our building. At one point maybe more, I even have a 

mental breakdown due to the heavy stress. It was alright though because I am a very resilient man when it 

comes to this. To give you an example I was working on a computer for about 8 hours straight and then 

suddenly the pc crashes. Luckily my team was there and they help my horrible mistake. It was all worth it, in 

the end, all of these sleepless nights were finally paid off once we saw our beautiful tower stands. If you can 

get anything from this is that you must save your work frequently. 

 

 

   



Orville: 

1. Personally, I think although it’s very difficult and tiring, there is some fun in taking this class. The professors 

and TAs are very supportive of our activities and will not hesitate to help when we have problems or questions 

to ask. They were partly responsible for us to succeed in our projects. The teammates I worked with were also 

excellent in communicating and very easy to work with.  

 

2. I learned to work together and brainstorm ideas with my teammates, as they have different opinions of what 

our end result should look like. 

 

3. Sometimes during the process we had to abandon our own innovations and plans due to time constraints 

and structural problems. 

 

4. I feel like we should be given more time to test our projects so they have a higher success rate. 

 

5. I didn't like the class because sometimes I feel like it's very time consuming, because of all the group 

meetups we have to do, but I suppose it’s just practice for us when we actually get into a working environment. 

On the other hand, doing the practical things like this happens to be one of my favorite things, so I quite 

enjoyed creating our building from scratch. 

 

 


